THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

AS WE GATHER

March 23-24, 2019

Children often cry to their parents “It’s not fair” when they see
someone else with something that they don’t have. What they really
mean is “It’s not equal”. But each person is an individual with unique
needs, abilities, and circumstances. Being treated fairly takes into
account the uniqueness of the individual. God does not treat us all
equally, but He does treat us fairly according to His love and mercy.

HYMN

I Walk in Danger All the Way

LSB 716

Stand CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as an
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

INTROIT

Service of the Word

Ps. 5:4–8; antiphon: Ps. 1:6

P For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
C For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;
evil may not dwell with you.
P The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
You hate all evildoers.
C You destroy those who speak lies;
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.
P But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you.
C Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness
because of my enemies;
make your way straight before me.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

KYRIE ♫

C Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all
who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit OLD TESTAMENT READING

Ezekiel 33:7–20

7“So

you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the
house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,
you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked,
O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to
warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your
hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and
he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus
have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are
upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we
live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The
righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he
transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he
shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, and
the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness
when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that he shall
surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does
injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered,
but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14Again,
though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he
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turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the
wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by
robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice,
he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16None of the sins that he
has committed shall be remembered against him. He has
done what is just and right; he shall surely live.
17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’
when it is their own way that is not just. 18When the
righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he
shall die for it. 19And when the wicked turns from his
wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by
them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house
of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
[Sunday] ADULT CHOIR

Look to the Cross

EPISTLE

1 Corinthians 10:1–13

1I

want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate
the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed
them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of
them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the
wilderness.
6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we
might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some
of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat
and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three
thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the
test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents,
10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by
the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an
example, but they were written down for our instruction, on
whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No
4

temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond
your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the
way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 13:1–9

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
1There were some present at that very time who told him
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with
their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that
these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other
Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4Or those
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them:
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish.”
6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in
his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.
7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I
have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it
down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and
put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well
and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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[Saturday] NICENE CREED

C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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[Sunday] APOSTLES’ CREED

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sit CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
HYMN
SERMON

What God Ordains Is Always Good
"It's Not Fair"

LSB 760

1 Corinthians 10:13

OFFERING
While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your
names in the fellowship registers, indicating the date and time of
the service you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively,
please use the blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing
address, phone numbers (home, work, cell, fax) or e-mail
address(es). Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let
them stick out of the top of the folder so that the ushers can collect
them. Thank you!
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Stand OFFERTORY ♫
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C Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Gracious Father, we give You thanks and praise for sending Your
Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, into this world to bear our sins and
be our Savior. Under His watchful eye, we live as Your children,
protected from all danger and guarded in heart and mind. Hear
now the prayers we bring before Your throne of grace. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C watch over us and hear our prayer.

P In Your great love for all who dwell in Your house, You appoint
pastors, teachers, and other servants of Your Word who call us to
repentance and faith. Guide us in the process of calling a Pastor.
Grant that as we are confronted with the reality of our sin
through the preaching of Your Law, and as we are comforted
with the reality of Your forgiveness through the preaching of
Your Gospel, we daily turn to You with hearts of worship and
obedience. Lord, in Your mercy,
C watch over us and hear our prayer.

P O Lord, Your eye is always on Your creation. Grant that our land
be fruitful because of Your faithfulness. Bless all those who labor
as You give us strength for the fulfillment of our daily callings.
Guide the members of our government and all those who lay
down their lives to guard and defend us including all who are
first responders to us in time of need, that we be protected from
the threats of our adversaries and give thanks to You for Your
constant care. Lord, in Your mercy,
C watch over us and hear our prayer.
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P Healer of the broken, work mightily in the lives of all who
experience hardships in their health, [including . . .]. Grant that all
who ask for healing mercies lift up their eyes to You, the
watchman for our bodies and souls, and find peace in knowing
that Your face is shining upon them. Lord, in Your mercy,
C watch over us and hear our prayer.

P Into Your loving hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
C Amen.
Sunday's service continues with the Lord's Prayer

PREFACE

Service of the Sacrament
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P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame
the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
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SANCTUS ♫
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C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He
that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD'S PRAYER

LSB 196

P Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Sunday's service continues with the Benediction

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
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PAX DOMINI
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P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI ♫

LSB 198

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
10

Sit DISTRIBUTION
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

LSB 809

O Lord, We Praise Thee

LSB 617

Stand NUNC DIMITTIS ♫
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C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou
hast prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
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A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.

A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace
in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

A Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION
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P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

HYMN

Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

LSB 917
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