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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 25 & 26, 2023 

“Cross” Way 
As We Gather 

Each Sunday in Lent brings us closer to Holy Week and closer to the foot of the cross. In a sense, we 
are annual pilgrims traveling on the way of and to the cross. Each year is slightly different from the 
one that has come before on that cross way. According to the liturgical year in the Church, we are 
closer today to the death of Christ and His glorious resurrection than we were a week ago. And, 
according to our earthly lives, we are drawing closer to our own individual death and resurrection. 
Along this way, we intersect with the cross, which serves as a sign for our lives at all times. May we 
each be blessed in our pilgrimage! 

PREPARATION 
 

Hymn    I Love Your Kingdom, Lord LSB 651 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. 

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Opening Sentences  Psalm 36:5, 7–9 

P Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 
C Your faithfulness to the clouds.  

P How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 
C The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.  

P They feast on the abundance of Your house, 
C and You give them drink from the river of Your delights.  

P For with You is the fountain of life; 
C in Your light do we see light. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden, 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
You and worthily magnify Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen.  

P Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge our sinful nature and repent of our sins—

those of which we are not aware and those we know full well. We do not love You and other 
people as we ought. We are often careless with Your creation and heedless in choosing the 
proper priorities of our lives. Yet it is our intent to say and do that which honors You. For 
the sake of Jesus grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed people, we may be fit 
places for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and may serve You in time and in eternity.  

P God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will 
surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 

WORD 
 

Introit    Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: v. 15 

C Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints.  

! I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
@ Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live.  

! The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and 
anguish. 

@ Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”  

C For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 
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Hymn    The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want LSB 710 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 

Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Salutation & Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed 
and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and 
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
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 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews 
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they 
may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my 
people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle    Romans 8:1–11 

 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does 
not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual and Verse  John 11:25, Hebrews 12:2 

C I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live. 
! O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
@ who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 
C I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live. 
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Holy Gospel  John 11:17–27, 38–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  

 17When Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you 
are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” . . . 
 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 
39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this 
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted 
up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who 
had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in 
him, 46but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So the chief 
priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs 
many signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come 
and take away both our place and our nation.” 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that 
year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you understand that it is better for you that 
one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of 
his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad. 53So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn    I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus LSB 729 

 

 
 
5 I am trusting Thee for power; 

    Thine can never fail. 
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 
    Must prevail. 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 
    Never let me fall. 
I am trusting Thee forever 
    And for all. 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 
 

Creed    Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 

  



7 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people according to their needs. 

 We pray for all Christians around the world that, as people united in faith, we may witness to the 
Good News that is ours in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. We beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake.  

P We pray for all nations of the earth, that in all places on earth there may be times of peace. We pray 
for people in lands where there has been upset and strife. And we pray for our own nation that it 
may know safety and the people may be joyful in their daily lives. We beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake.  

P We pray for all those whose labor serves us, especially those in the military, our police personnel, 
medical workers, and all those whose efforts support the common good. We beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake.  

P We pray for the special concerns on our hearts today, including health and family needs, bringing 
to You our joys, our sorrows, and our hopes, [including . . .]. We beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake.  

P In this time of prayer, we remember all those who have completed their earthly journeys in faith 
and now rest from their labors. Lord, inspire us by the witness of the faithful from all generations 
that we may complete our earthly journeys with confidence in Your gracious promises as they did 
in their lifetimes. We beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake.  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn    My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 

Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 

The quotation from the Lutheran Confessions is from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, second edition; edited by Paul 
McCain, et al., copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
  
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. 
Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Acknowledgments 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Special Prayers 

Dale Rice, Curtis Hornbostel, Paul Wicker, Mike Draves, Donna Huffman 
Family & Friends of Melinda Raby 

 
Continuing Prayer Concerns  

Elijah Rabacchi 
Debra Guebert 

Don Ritter 
Ali Gerlach 

Sam Huffman 

Jane Kuhnert 
Donnie Buch 

Laverne Hutchison 
Vicki Hodge 
Patricia Ford 

Andy Schorr 
Doris Dressler 
Donna Mitchell 

Ken Kruse 
Charles Herring 

Emma Ritter 
Betty Brelje 
Mike Mayer 

  
Care Center Residents  

Delores Doss 
Mary Lou Goetting 

Norma Wolters 
Wayne Mueller 
Jean Schroeder 

Frances Kipp 
Leonard Dierks 

Ruth Koch 
Delbert Koen 
Carolyn Koen 

Darlene Mayer 
Delbert Joost 

Eileen Tegtmeyer 
Ruth Thies 

Charles Herring 

Dorothy Seeman 
Lois Alms 

Irma Wagner 

  
Military Personnel & Their Families 

Please help us keep this list updated, if you know of any changes in status call the church office 965-3192.  
Justin Asbury 
Casey Vallett 
Matt Kraus 
Bill Ingles 

Justin Parker 

Andrew Grab 
Cory Jeffers 

Denny Ernsting 
Kevin Kahre 
Karley Kothe 

Dustin Newton 
Drew Gerlach 
Jaron Berner 

Rodney Anderson 
Chasten Lindenberg 

Emily Lindenberg 
Braden Eichenseer 
Adrienne Vallett 

  
Mission Prayer 

For more mission prayers, visit: www.lcms.org/worship/pray-for-us-calendar 
 Remember the centrality of God’s Word as you pray: 

• for those on vicarage from our partner seminaries, that God would bless their time in the field as 
part of their education.  

• for seminarians’ wives, that they would be prepared to support their husband’s call into ministry.  
• for seminarians’ children, that they rejoice in the Gospel and in their father’s calling. 

 
Bible Readings 

From Lutheran Service Book Daily Lectionary, pp. 299-304 
Sunday, March 26 ............................................................................ Exodus 1:1-22; Mark 14:12-31 
Monday, March 27 ........................................................................... Exodus 2:1-22; Mark 14:32-52 
Tuesday, March 28..................................................................... Exodus 2:23–3:22; Mark 14:53-72 
Wednesday, March 29 ....................................................................... Exodus 4:1-18; Mark 15:1-15 
Thursday, March 30 ....................................................................... Exodus 4:19-31; Mark 15:16-32 
Friday, March 31 ............................................................................ Exodus 5:1–6:1; Mark 15:33-47 
Saturday, April 1 ................................................................................ Exodus 7:1-25; Mark 16:1-20 
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Worship Service Schedule 
Saturday @ 6:00 p.m. & Sunday @ 9:00 a.m. in School Gymnasium 

Sunday Bible Class @ 9:50 a.m. in Cafeteria (No Bible Study March 5 & 12) 
Kids Praise & Worship @ 9:50 a.m. in Pre-K Classroom 

School Chapel @ 8:25 a.m. on Wednesdays in Gymnasium 
Wednesday Bible Study—@ 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Public School Confirmation Class--@7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Adult Choir Practice—Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

Men’s Musings Bible Class—Thursday @ 6:03 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Handicapped Accessible Service—April 6, 10 a.m.—School Gymnasium 

Thank You 
Thank you for the many prayers, blessings, and cards from our church family. We are thankful for each of you. 

Mike Mayer and Family 
 

Coffee Cakes and Cinnamon Rolls 
The deadline to place orders has passed and the orders will be available on April 7th between 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
Pick up will be a drive thru by St. Mark’s School office. We are thankful for your continued support.  
 

Lent / Easter Worship Schedule 
March 29th, Lent Midweek 6 

6:30 p.m. @ Immanuel, West Point 

April 6th, Maundy Thursday 
10:00 a.m. Accessible Service @ St. Mark’s School Gymnasium 

7:00 p.m. @ St. Mark’s School Gymnasium 

April 7th, Good Friday 
7:00 p.m. @ St. Mark’s School Gymnasium 

April 8th, Easter Vigil 
6:00 p.m. @ St. Mark’s School Gymnasium 

April 9th, Easter 
6:15 a.m. @ Steeleville City Park (in case of weather St. Mark’s School Gymnasium) 

9:00 a.m. @ St. Mark’s School Gymnasium 

All weekend services will be at St. Mark’s School Gymnasium  
until the remodeling is completed at the church. 

Orchestra Concert—Sunday, March 26 
The Chamber Orchestra from Concordia University, Chicago will give a concert today, Sunday, March 26, at 
4:00 PM at Zion Lutheran Church in Mascoutah. The concert is free and open to all! A freewill offering will be 
collected to help further the work of the Chamber Orchestra. Zion Lutheran Church is located at 101 S. Railway 
in Mascoutah, IL.  
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
We are in need of plastic Easter eggs and items to fill the eggs for our Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday. 
Donations can be dropped off at the church office during regular office hours. The Easter Egg Hunt will be held 
April 9th, immediately after the 9 a.m. worship service outside of the school. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/101+S.+Railway?entry=gmail&source=g
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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chapel: St. Mark’s 5th & 6th grade class will be leading our chapel service on Wednesday, March 29.  Everyone 
is invited to attend. 

 
Educator of the Year: St. Mark’s Lutheran School faculty is proud to announce one of our own, Preschool 

teacher Delana Luebekmann, was awarded the Educator of the Year award at the Steeleville Chamber of 
Commerce dinner this past Tuesday, March 21.  Ms. Luebkemann has been the PreK 3 & 4 director/teacher 
since employed at St. Mark’s in 2018.  She loves teaching, and all the children love her!  Congratulations and 
Best Wishes, Ms. Delana, and may God always bless you as you continue to teach His word to the children! 

 
Concert Field Trip: St. Mark’s PK-8 grade & faculty have been invited to St. John’s Lutheran School in Red 

Bud on Friday, March 31, to attend a concert by Christian recording star, Jennie Williamson.  The group will 
be leaving the school at noon sharp by bus and return by the end of the school day.  No parents will be 
attending.  Thank you PTL for helping pay for the cost of the bus! 

 
Financial Assistance: The site is open for parents to apply for financial assistance for the 2023-2024 school year. 

Applying online is the fastest and most direct method of submitting your application.   

• Apply online at https://factsmgt.com/financial-management/tuition-management   
o Step 1:  Select applicant sign in.   
o Step 2:  New users select create an Account OR returning users enter their existing Username and 

Password.   
o After completing the online application, you will need to mail or fax the supporting documentation.  

The school fax machine is available for use.   
o Please allow 3 to 4 weeks for your application to be processed.  There is a $35 fee for applying 

which will be deducted from your tuition.       
If you have any question, contact the school office at 965-3838. 

  
End of Year Accounts Due:  Remember for your student to receive their report card all accounts must be paid 

in full no later than Thursday, May 11!  This includes tuition, before & after school care, and hot lunch and 
milk fees.  Check your Praxi account or call the school office for assistance. If you need to talk to Mr. Moore 
concerning your account, call the office to make an appointment. 618-965-3838. 

 
Easter Breakfast 

Donations and Helpers needed for Easter Breakfast. Breakfast will be served 7-8:30 a.m. in the school cafeteria 
Easter morning. Sign-up sheets will be available at worship services in the gymnasium. 

 
It is time to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars®  

Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice® program can help support organizations you 
care about. Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have been designated Choice Dollars have until March 31, 
2023, to direct any remaining 2022 Choice Dollars. You can use those dollars to support St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church and/or School. Go to http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and find program terms and 
conditions. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. You can also make a donation 
through the Thrivent Choice link. Thrivent pays the processing fees.  

https://factsmgt.com/financial-management/tuition-management
http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  St. Mark’s Lutheran School 
105 North Garfield Street  504 North James Street 
Steeleville, IL 62288  Steeleville, IL 62288 
Phone: (618) 965-3192  Phone: (618) 965-3838 
Fax: (618) 965-2232  Fax: (618) 965-3060 
stmarks.steeleville@gmail.com  sfortner.sml@gmail.com 
Rev. Mark E. Harriss, Pastor  Tim Moore, Administrator 
Cell: (618) 246-3246  tmoore@stmarkspanther.com 
Email: pastormark@stmks.net 
 

Website: http://stmarksteeleville.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

through worship, education, outreach, fellowship, and service. 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturdays @ 6:00 p.m. 
Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. 

Accessible Service @ 10:00 a.m. on 2nd Thursdays 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is celebrated the first, third and fifth Sundays of the month at the 

9:00 a.m. service and at the 6:00 p.m. Saturday evening service. 
 
 

ST. MARK’S IS A MEMBER  
CONGREGATION & SCHOOL OF 

 

 
 
 

We believe and confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church is faithful and true to the Bible 
and we strive for a balanced Law/Gospel practice of same. 
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Easter Lily Order Form 
 

I would like to order (#) _____ Lily(s) to be placed in the church for 
Easter Sunday at a cost of $15.00 each. The deadline for orders is 
Wednesday, March 29. 
 
Total amount included $______________ 
 
Donated by:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Memory of:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Honor of:  
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