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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 9 & 10, 2021 

Hymn      Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear LSB 908 

1 Lord, open now my heart to hear, 
And through Your Word to me draw near; 
Let me Your Word e’er pure retain; 
Let me Your child and heir remain. 

2 Your Word inspires my heart within; 
Your Word grants healing from my sin; 
Your Word has pow’r to guide and bless; 
Your Word brings peace and happiness. 

D 3 To God the Father, God the Son, 
 And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

Shall glory, praise, and honor be 
Now and throughout eternity. 

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110001491 
Text (sts. 1, 3): Public domain 

 
Stand  Opening Versicles 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.  

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 

wicked. 
L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
L Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth.  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Sit       Readings From Holy Scripture 
 
Reading     Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 

L A reading from Amos, the fifth chapter. 
6Seek the LORD and live, 
 lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, 
 and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel, 
7O you who turn justice to wormwood 
 and cast down righteousness to the earth! . . . 
10They hate him who reproves in the gate, 
 and they abhor him who speaks the truth. 
11Therefore because you trample on the poor 
 and you exact taxes of grain from him, 
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you have built houses of hewn stone, 
 but you shall not dwell in them; 
you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
 but you shall not drink their wine. 
12For I know how many are your transgressions 
 and how great are your sins— 
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
 and turn aside the needy in the gate. 
13Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, 
 for it is an evil time. 
14Seek good, and not evil, 
 that you may live; 
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
 as you have said. 
15Hate evil, and love good, 
 and establish justice in the gate; 
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 
 will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

 
Reading     Hebrews 3:12–19 

12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to 
fall away from the living God. 13But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14For we share in 
Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

16For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led 
by Moses? 17And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who 
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom did he swear that they would 
not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19So we see that they were unable to 
enter because of unbelief. 

 
Reading     Mark 10:17–22 

 17As [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18And Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20And he said to him, “Teacher, all 
these I have kept from my youth.” 21And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, 
“You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22Disheartened by the saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

 
Responsory 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
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C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

 
Stand  Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sit  Hymn     Great Is Thy Faithfulness LSB 809 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.   Refrain 

Refrain Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.   Refrain 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!   Refrain Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon     “Seek!” 
 
Hymn      “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688 
1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, 

    “All in My way abiding; 
Deny yourselves, the world forsake, 
    Obey My call and guiding. 
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 
Take My example for your guide. 

2 “I am the light, I light the way, 
    A godly life displaying; 
I bid you walk as in the day; 
    I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I show 
How you must sojourn here below. 

3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, 
    My soul with love is glowing; 
And gracious words My lips express, 
    With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, 
To God I yield, on Him I call. 

4 “I teach you how to shun and flee 
    What harms your soul’s salvation, 
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, 
    From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul 
And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 
    And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word, 
    In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain 
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Offering 
 
Stand  Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation 

of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all 

those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Collect of the Day 

L Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows us, help us to forsake all trust in 
earthly gain and to find in You our heavenly treasure; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we 
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of 
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

(Saturday) Luther’s Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have 
done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. 

 
(Sunday) Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 
me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also 
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from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. 

 
New Testament Canticle  LSB 266 

C Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia.  

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 
Raised from the dead, He will never die again. 
Death has no more dominion over Him.  

Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia.  

Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all. 
Living, He lives to God. 
Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  

Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Blessing 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 
C Amen. 
 
Hymn     Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 
    To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
    Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
    Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
    And make us clean today. 

2 Today Your gate is open, 
    And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome 
    And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
    A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
    A glorious crown in heav’n. 

3 Today our Father calls us; 
    His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
    Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
    How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
    It is our Father’s home. 

4 O all-embracing Mercy, 
    O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You 
    When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, 
    To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
    One ear will hear our prayer. 

Text: Public domain 
 
Acknowledgments 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Special Prayers 
 

Continuing Prayer Concerns 
 Elijah Rabacchi Debra Guebert Don Ritter Ali Gerlach Alice Knop Sam Huffman 
 Jane Kuhnert Donnie Buch Vicki (Biermann) Hodge Patricia Ford (Larry Grab’s sister)  
Genna Biermann (Connie Kirkland’s sister-in-law) Scot Alms  Andy Schorr (Carol Mayer’s brother) 

Care Center Residents 
 Delores Doss Mary Lou Goetting Norma Wolters Eileen Clements Wayne Mueller
 Jean Schroeder Frances Kipp Leonard & Darlene Dierks Ruth Koch Delbert & Carolyn Koen 
   Herman & Darlene Mayer  

Military Personnel & Their Families 
Please help us keep this list updated, if you know of any changes in status call the church office 965-3192. 

 Justin Asbury Casey Vallett Matt Kraus Bill Ingles Tim Eichenseer Justin Parker 
 Andrew Grab Cory Jeffers Denny Ernsting Kevin Kahre John Magelitz Karley Kothe  
 Dylan McCoy Drew Gerlach Jaron Berner  Rodney Anderson Chasten Lindenberg Braden Eichenseer 
Richard Thompson Zach Mogavero Dustin Newton Adrienne Vallett 

 
Mission Prayer 

Rejoice in the gifts of Confession and Absolution as you pray: 
• Thank God for the Church. Pray that the Church remain faithful to the preaching and teaching of God’s 

Word and the administration of the Sacraments according to God's will.   
 

Bible Readings 
From Lutheran Service Book Daily Lectionary, pp. 299-304 

Sunday, 10/10 ................................................................................ Deuteronomy 9:1-22; Matthew 11:1-19 
Monday, 10/11 ...................................................................... Deuteronomy 9:23–10:22; Matthew 11:20-30 
Tuesday, 10/12 ............................................................................. Deuteronomy 11:1-25; Matthew 12:1-21 
Wednesday, 10/13 ............................................................... Deuteronomy 11:26–12:12; Matthew 12:22-37 
Thursday, 10/14 ....................................................................... Deuteronomy 12:13-32; Matthew 12:38-50 
Friday, 10/15 ................................................................................ Deuteronomy 13:1-18; Matthew 13:1-23 
Saturday, 10/16 ............................................. Deuteronomy 14:1-2,22-23,14:28–15:15; Matthew 13:24-43 

 
Worship Service Schedule 

Saturday @ 6:00 p.m. & Sunday @ 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Bible Class @ 9:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Sunday school @ 9:50 a.m. in the Church Meeting Room 
Adult Choir Practice @ 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays 

Handicapped Accessible Service—October 14 @ 10:00 a.m. 
**A video recording of the service will be posted on Facebook and YouTube. ** 

 
Board of Family & Missions meetings are moving to the 1st Monday of each month 
beginning October 4th 
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Upcoming Events 
St. Mark’s Annual Wurstmart, November 7th –The dinner will be a drive-thru dinner again this year. 
Red, White and Blue Trivia Night, November 13th—See attached flyer. Call the church office (965-
3192) to reserve a table for your team. 
 

Officer Nominations for October Voters’ Meeting 
There are still positions to be filled. If you have an interest in serving the church, please contact the church 
office. Our semi-annual Voters’ Meeting is on October 20th at 7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. 

President                             Nathan Reitz Jan. 2023 
Vice President                    Brandon Smith Jan. 2023 
Recording Secretary        Dawn Uchtman Jan. 2023 (2nd term) 
Treasurer Misty Smith Unlimited 
Financial Secretary Ruth Waeltz Unlimited 

Board of Elders  
 Gary Buch Jan. 2025 (1st full term)  
 Chris Valleroy Jan. 2025 (1st full term) 
 Alan Uchtman Jan. 2025 (2nd term) 
 David Goetting Jan. 2025 (1st term) 
Board of Family & Missions 
 Ruth Draves Jan. 2025 (2nd term) 
 Vacancy Jan. 2025 (1st term) 
 Vacancy Jan. 2025 (1st term) 
Board of Education  
 Mike Weaver  Jan. 2025 (2nd term) 
 Deb Mevert Jan. 2025 (2nd term) 
Board of Youth  
 Rhonda Wilson  Jan. 2025 (2nd term) 
Board of Trustees  
 Jeff Welten Jan. 2025 (1st full term) 
 Vacancy Jan. 2025 (1st term) 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School Board of Directors 
 Vacancy  Jan. 2024 (1st term) 
 Vacancy Jan. 2023 (appt.) 

 
. 
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Wish List 
Items on this list are above and beyond what the budget allows for. 

• Church Ceiling Repair & Painting—The bid we have received is over $100,000 to 
sandblast the ceiling and repaint the church. 

• Building & Maintenance Savings—Our Building & Maintenance Savings account is 
getting low and needs to be replenished to allow the Board of Trustees to keep our church 
and school running safely and efficiently. 

• New Manger Scenes—The Christmas Decorating Committee would like to replace the old 
manger scenes both outside and inside. The outside set needs to be replaced the soonest, but 
the inside set has seen many repairs through the years and is beginning to look worse for the 
wear. We have received $1,860 so far toward the nearly $4,250 needed to purchase the new 
nativities. Please consider donating to help with replacing these for our Christmas season. 
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St. Mark’s School Notes 
Miss Alyssa Wetzel’s 4th grade class volunteered to lead chapel on Wednesday, October 13.  Weather 
permitting chapel will be at the church. 
 
There is no school on Monday, October 11 in observance of Columbus Day.  Classes will resume on Tuesday, 
October 12. 
 
Some classes will be attending the Thresherman’s Fall show in Pinckneyville on Friday, October 15.  Students 
will have an opportunity to make rope with antique machines, see apple butter being made, watch sorghum 
being made, and exhibits pertaining to corn. 
 
The end of the 1st quarter is Friday, October 15.  Watch for report cards to come home in the future! 
 
Stop by the school and take a chance to “Crack the Vault”!  You can try your luck with $3.00 for one guess or 2 
guesses for $5.00!  It is available at the office window at school. If a person "Cracks the Vault" they will 
win $3000.00 and St. Mark's will get $2000.00! Feel free to contact Mr. Tim Lochhead at (618)-965-3838 or 
618-615-5795 by email at tlochhead@stmarkspanther.com if you have any questions. 
 
St. Mark’s Sports 
Sat., Oct 16 – SIJHSAA State CC Meet @ Centralia 
 

 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School 

Volleyball Game: The Soldiers added a game to their schedule. They will be playing a home game on October 
14 at 6:00 p.m. vs. Providence Classical Christian Academy.   
  
Annual Dinner Auction November 6. Reservations this year are being limited. Reservations are $30 per 
person or $210 for a table of eight. Please make your reservation before October 15 so we have an accurate 
count for the caterer. If COVID restrictions prevent us from meeting in-person, reservation refunds will be 
offered and the auction will be rescheduled for a later date. Current mask guidelines will be followed. Auction 
updates are posted on our school website and Facebook. 
  
Donations, sponsorships and auction ads are being accepted until October 15 for inclusion in the auction 
catalog. If you would like to help with this event, please call school or email auction@coslhs.org.  
  
School Visitors: To comply with new regulations, visitors are asked to contact the school to make an 
appointment for a visit or for deliveries. Face coverings are required for entry into the school. We are asking for 
your patience, prayers and understanding as we strive to do our very best to protect our students, faculty, staff, 
and you. The office is open Monday – Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:tlochhead@stmarkspanther.com
mailto:auction@coslhs.org
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  St. Mark’s Lutheran School 
105 North Garfield Street  504 North James Street 
Steeleville, IL 62288  Steeleville, IL 62288 
Phone: (618) 965-3192  Phone: (618) 965-3838 
Fax: (618) 965-2232  Fax: (618) 965-3060 
stmarks.steeleville@gmail.com  sfortner.sml@gmail.com 
Rev. Mark E. Harriss, Pastor  Tim Lochhead, Administrator 
Cell: (618) 246-3246  tlochhead.sml@gmail.com 
Email: pastormark@stmks.net 
 

Website: http://stmarksteeleville.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

through worship, education, outreach, fellowship, and service. 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturdays @ 6:00 p.m. 
Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. 

Accessible Service @ 10:00 a.m. on 2nd Thursdays 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is celebrated every weekend, 

the first, third and fifth Sundays of the month at the 9:00 a.m. service and at the 
6:00 p.m. Saturday evening service. 

 
 

ST. MARK’S IS A MEMBER  
CONGREGATION & SCHOOL OF 

 

 
 
 

We believe and confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church is faithful and true to the Bible 
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